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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-26 have been examined. 

Priority 

2. Applicant's claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) is acknowledged. 
However, the provisional application upon which priority is claimed was filed more than 
one year prior to the filing date of this application. Therefore, this Application cannot 
claim priority to provisional application 60/182,330. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement filed 1/18/2002 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each U.S. and foreign patent; each 
publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other information or that 
portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the application file, but the 
Other Documents referred to therein has not been considered. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1 1 , 13, 24, and 26 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

> Claims that depend on a particular claim should be grouped together and 
numbered in a depth-first manner. 

> Claim 1 1 depends on claim 3, as are claims 4-6. However, claims 7-10 are not 
dependent on claim 3. Therefore, claim 11 is improperly numbered. 

> Claim 13 depends on claim 7. However, claims 8-12 are not dependent on claim 
7. Therefore, claim 13 is improperly numbered. 
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> Claim 24 depends on claim 16, as are claims 17-19. However, claims 20-23 are 
not dependent on claim 16. Therefore, claim 24 is improperly numbered. 

> Claim 26 depends on claim 20. However, claims 21-25 are not dependent on 
claim 20. Therefore, claim 26 is improperly numbered. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anthony (US Patent Number 5,815,830; Issued 9/29/1998) in view of Marshall (Ref. U; 
Published 1987). 

Claim 1 

Claim 1 recites 

A method for dynamically constructing a sentence relating to a user request, comprising: 

(a) receiving an indication of concepts from a user; 

(b) selecting related queries to present to the user based upon the concepts; 

(c) using the concepts to construct a sentence relating to the user request; and 

(d) selectively repeating the selecting step, based upon user input, in order to dynamically change 
the sentence. 

> Regarding claim 1 , Anthony discloses a method of associating portions of data 
stored in an information retrieval system (Anthony Col 1 L. 44-63, "These and 
other... said display.") which (a) receives an indication of concepts from a user 
(Anthony Fig. 4 Step 100; Col 4 L. 56-58, "Referring now... by the user."); (b) 
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selects related queries to present to the user based upon the concepts (Anthony 
Fig. 4-5; Col 4 L 61 -Col 5 L. 30, "On selection,... the first page."); (c) uses the 
concepts to link texts based on topics relating to the user request (Anthony Col 5 
L. 24-30, "Text is thus... first page."); and (d) selectively repeating the selecting 
step (Anthony Fig. 4-5; Col 3 L. 13-14, "If the requested... new topic"; Col 5 L. 
30-31, "The sequence is... in FIG. 4."). However, while Anthony teaches using 
the concepts to link texts based on topics, Anthony does not explicitly teach (c) 
using the concepts to construct a sentence. Marshall teaches (c) using concepts 
to construct an argument in the form of a sentence (Marshall Fig. 7 and 9-10; Pg. 
262, "In this variation,... argumentation process."), which -allows one to work 
with unstructured information in conjunction with formalized, systematically 
organized information (Marshall Pg. 254, "The ability to work... database 
description language."). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Anthony, in view of Marshall, by using concepts 
to construct a sentence relating to the user request. 

Claim 2 

> Regarding claim 2, see §103 rejection for claim 1, and (Anthony Fig. 1, "Viewing 
Stage"; Col 4 L. 60-61, "The selection of... available topics."). 

Claim 3 

> Regarding claim 3, see §103 rejection for claim 1 , and (Anthony Fig. 3-5; Col 5 L. 
5-18, "Association could... hypertext jumps."). 

Claim 4 
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> Regarding claim 4, see §103 rejection for claim 3. 

Claim 5 

> Regarding claim 5, see §103 rejection for claim 4, and (Anthony Fig. 4-5). 

Claim 6 

> Regarding claim 6, see §103 rejection for claim 5, and (Anthony Fig. 5). 

Claim 7 

> Regarding claim 7, see §103 rejection for claim 1, and (Anthony Fig. 1 and 3-4; 
Marshall Fig. 9-10). 

Claim 8 

> Regarding claim 8, see §103 rejection for claim 1, and (Anthony Fig. 1 and 3; 
Marshall Fig. 9). 

Claim 9 

> Regarding claim 9, see §103 rejection for claim 8, and (Anthony Fig. 4; Col 6 L. 
12-36, "Topic being viewed... to itself."; Marshall Fig. 9). 

Claim 10 

> Regarding claim 10, see §103 rejection for claim 8, and (Anthony Col 6 L. 21-23, 
"The text for... as hyperlinks."). 

Claim 11 

> Regarding claim 11, see §103 rejection for claim 3, and (Anthony Fig. Col 2 L. 
64-Col 3 L. 3, "The present invention... name refers."). 

Claim 12 
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> Regarding claim 12, see §103 rejection for claim 1, and (Marshall Fig. 6, 9-10, 
12-13), --which allows for interesting investigations involving representation 
problems (Marshall pg. 254-255, "Because it was... representation problems."). 

Claim 13 

> Regarding claim 13, see §103 rejection for claim 7, and (Anthony Fig. 1 and 3-5; 
Col 4 L. 60-61 , "The selection of... available topics."; Col 6 L. 12-36, "Topic being 
viewed... to itself."). 

Claim 14 

Claim 14 recites 

An apparatus for dynamically constructing a sentence relating to a user request, 

comprising: 

(a) a receive module for receiving an indication of concepts from a user; 

(b) a select module for selecting related queries to present to the user based upon the concepts; 

(c) a use module for using the concepts to construct a sentence relating to the user request; and 

(d) a repeat module for selectively repeating the selecting step, based upon user input, in order to 
dynamically change the sentence. 

> Regarding claim 14, Anthony discloses a computer system for associating 
portions of data stored in an information retrieval system (Anthony Col 1 L 44- 
63, These and other... said display.") which comprises (a) an input module for 
receiving an indication of concepts from a user (Anthony Fig. 4 Step 100; Col 4 L. 
56-58, "Referring now... by the user."); (b) a selection module for selecting 
related queries to present to the user based upon the concepts (Anthony Fig. 4- 
5; Col 4 L. 61-Col 5 L. 30, "On selection,... the first page."); (c) a use module for 
using the concepts to link texts based on topics relating to the user request 
(Anthony Col 5 L. 24-30, "Text is thus... first page."); and (d) a repeat module for 
selectively repeating the selecting step (Anthony Fig. 4-5; Col 3 L. 13-14, "If the 
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requested... new topic"; Col 5 L. 30-31, "The sequence is... in FIG. 4."). 
However, while Anthony teaches using the concepts to link texts based on topics, 
Anthony does not explicitly teach (c) using the concepts to construct a sentence. 
Marshall teaches a hypertext linking system for exploring representation 
problems (c) using concepts to construct an argument in the form of a sentence 
(Marshall Fig. 7 and 9-10; Pg. 262, "In this variation,... argumentation process."), 
which -allows one to work with unstructured information in conjunction with 
formalized, systematically organized information (Marshall Pg. 254, "The ability to 
work... database description language."). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Anthony, in view of Marshall, by using 
concepts to construct a sentence relating to the user request. 

Claim 15 

> Regarding claim 15, see §103 rejection for claim 14, and (Anthony Fig. 1, 
"Viewing Stage"; Col 4 L. 60-61, "The selection of... available topics."). 

Claim 16 

> Regarding claim 16, see §103 rejection for claim 14, and (Anthony Fig. 3-5; Col 5 
L. 5-18, "Association could... hypertext jumps."). 

Claim 17 

> Regarding claim 17, see §103 rejection for claim 16. 

Claim 18 

> Regarding claim 18, see §103 rejection for claim 17, and (Anthony Fig. 4-5). 

Claim 19 
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> Regarding claim 19, see §103 rejection for claim 18, and (Anthony Fig. 5). 

Claim 20 

> Regarding claim 20, see §103 rejection for claim 14, and (Anthony Fig. 1 and 3- 
4; Marshall Fig. 9-10). 

Claim 21 

> Regarding claim 21, see §103 rejection for claim 14, and (Anthony Fig. 1 and 3; 
Marshall Fig. 9). 

Claim 22 

> Regarding claim 22, see §103 rejection for claim 21, and (Anthony Fig. 4; Col 6 
L. 12-36, "Topic being viewed... to itself."; Marshall Fig. 9). 

Claim 23 

> Regarding claim 23, see §103 rejection for claim 21 , and (Anthony Col 6 L 21- 
23, "The text for... as hyperlinks."). 

Claim 24 

> Regarding claim 24, see §103 rejection for claim 16, and (Anthony Fig. Col 2 L. 
64-Col 3 L. 3, "The present invention... name refers."). 

Claim 25 

> Regarding claim 252, see §103 rejection for claim 14, and (Marshall Fig. 6, 9-10, 
12-13), --which allows for interesting investigations involving representation 
problems (Marshall pg. 254-255, "Because it was... representation problems."). 

Claim 26 
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> Regarding claim 26, see §103 rejection for claim 20, and (Anthony Fig. 1 and 3- 
5; Col 4 L 60-61, "The selection of... available topics."; Col 6 L. 12-36, "Topic 
being viewed... to itself."). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua C Liu whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
6435. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5:15pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anil Khatri, can be reached on (703) 305-0282. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 



Conclusion 




GEORGE R DAVIS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



